
ALASKA HELI-SKI: GIRDWOOD
ATHLETE: SCOTT MARKEWITZ
venue...................... Chugach Mountain Range
program base.......... Girdwood, Alaska
operator................. Chugach Powder Guides

THE INSIDE LINE
Chugach Powder Guides’ headquarters are located near the base of Alyeska Resort in the small town of Gird-
wood, Alaska. Nestled in a small valley in the Chugach Mountains the surrounding area offers access to the some 
of the best heli skiing in the world. Short helicopter flights place skiers on top of big Alaskan faces with views of 
Turnagain Arm in one direction and Prince William Sound in the other. 

PHOTOGRAPH ALASKA WITH SCOTT MARKEWITZ
Scott Markewitz is recognized as one of the most influential outdoor photographers in the industry. His images 
have appeared on more than 400 US and International magazine covers, including Powder, Ski, Skiing, Outside, 
Men’s Journal, Bike, Mountain Bike, Bicycling, and Runner’s World, and in advertising campaigns for most ma-
jor ski and outdoor brands.  He first came to Alaska in 1992 and has returned almost every season since then 
to capture images of the best skiers and snowboarders in the world pushing their limits on the most incredible 
terrain on the planet.

This one of a kind experience will focus on teaching you about ski and snowboard photography through access 
to one of the worlds best photo professionals while experiencing the best skiing or snowboarding you’ve ever 
done in your life.  The Chugach Range has been the subject of photographic passion for good reason.  Not only 
does the Chugach provide some of the greatest photographic opportunities in the world, it provides fantastic 
skiing for the shooter.

This experience groups participants together for an unmatched ski / snowboard and photgraphy experience.  
This will allow the group ultimate flexibility to travel the range in search of the best photographic setups and op-
portunities.  Participants will not only shoot in this amazing playground, but will also serve as subjects, so you 
will be sure to finish the week with some great photos of yourself in this amazing terrain.



THE SCOTT MARKEWITZ HELI PACKAGE
Our  7-day package includes:
     Premier lodging at The Hotel Alyeska
     Guaranteed 80,000 - 100,000 vertical feet of helicopter skiing and boarding
     Round-trip transportation on a scheduled shuttle from the Anchorage International Airport
     Snowcat back-up for no-fly days
     Use of a Mammut PULSE Barryvox avalanche transceiver
     Lunch on fly days
     7 Days of world class photo instruction from Scott Markewitz
     Use of a variety of professional cameras and lenses

2012 PACKAGE DATES & PRICES
7 Day, 8 Night:  Sat., Mar. 24 - Sun., Apr. 1    Single Occupancy - $10,025    Double Occupancy - $8,900

WEATHER AND CONDITIONS
The Western Chugach Mountain Range benefits from the combined influences of warm Pacific Ocean air 
mixing with colder arctic air that blows in from the Alaska interior. The resulting high-quality powder 
snow is why this coastal mountain range is famous. Our operation areas average 600 inches (1,524 cm) of 
snowfall each winter.  Average temperatures from February to mid-March are 20°F (-7C). In March, there 
is a gain of nearly six minutes of daylight per day, and as the days grow longer, afternoon highs are typically 
20°F to 30°F (-7C to -1C). 

TERRAIN
Alaska’s Western Chugach Mountains wrap around some of the best helicopter skiing and boarding ter-
rain in the world. The 3,000 to 4,000-foot vertical runs are found on hundreds of peaks, providing guests 
with more powder than they can ride in one trip. Guests can ski directly from our Girdwood base and 
from there explore the northern zones, or base their adventure from one of our remote heli ports in the 
southern areas. Most guests ski both during their week long adventure. Runs like “Lost Shots,” “Dendrites” 
and “Wall Street” dish out quintessential Alaska heli-skiing. Conditions permitting, aggressive mountain 
lines like “Comet Couloir,” “Stolen Face,” and “Sky Walker” wait to be skied. It’s about being challenged 
and safe. Stability and conditions take priority when selecting runs and planning the day.

GIRDWOOD AND ACCOMMODATIONS
Girdwood is 40 miles (64 km) south of Anchorage. The Seward Highway parallels scenic Turnagain Arm 
and is flanked by the Chugach Mountains. What started as a gold mining prospect in 1895, today is a 
quaint ski village with a high-energy community of 2,000, a luxury hotel and ski resort, award-winning 
restaurants, ski shops, and watering holes where locals gather to compare adventures. Daily flights from 
Seattle, Salt Lake City, Minneapolis and Denver offer direct connections to Alaska. 

We are proud to be affiliated with Alyeska Resort and The Hotel Alyeska. Located adjacent to the ski 
slopes, the hotel serves as home base for our clients. Each guest stays in a deluxe room with beautiful views 
of the Chugach Range. Amenities include room service, in-room coffee makers, safes, refrigerators, and 
robes and slippers. A state-of-the-art fitness center, indoor pool, sauna and whirlpool are part of the expe-
rience, and four on-site restaurants are known for creative dishes prepared with fresh Alaska ingredients 
and breathtaking views. It is our pleasure to treat our package guests to a deluxe party and dinner with our 
guides at the Seven Glaciers restaurant located at the top of Mt. Alyeska. 

SNOWCAT BACKUP
If we cannot fly due to weather, a guaranteed seat on the snowcat can be purchased for one-week packages.
Snowcat skiing and boarding is our all-weather alternative to the helicopter. We operate an exclusive 
1,500-acre (607 hectare) snowcat area located in the upper Girdwood Valley adjacent to Alyeska Resort. 
Exciting mountain terrain, sweeping views, open powder cruising in alpine bowls, steep pitches and the 
finest tree skiing and boarding in Alaska are part of this experience.


